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AROUND AFRICA
African heads of State 
ALGERIA

Official Language: Arabic

Capital: Algiers

Government:  Republic

Independence: France 1962  

Head of State: Pres. Abdelaziz Bouteflikai 1999

Ambassador to USA:  Abdallah Baali 2008

US Ambassador: David D. Pearce 2007

ANGOLA

Official Language: Portuguese
Capital: Luanda

Government: Republic
Independence: Portugal 1975

Head of State: Pres. Jose Eduardo dos Santos 1979
Ambassador to USA: Josefina Pitra Diakite 2001

US Ambassador: Dan Mozena 2007

BENIN

Official Language: French

Capital: Porto Novo

Government: Republic under multiparty democratic rule
Independence: France 1960

Head of State: Pres Thomas Yayi Boni 2006

Ambassador to USA: Cyrille S. Oguin   2001

US Ambassador:  James knight 2007

BOTSWANA

Official Language: English

Capital: Gaborone

Government:  Parliamentary

Independence: UK 1966

Head of State:  Pres Seretse Khama Ian Khana 2008

Ambassador to USA: Lapologang Caesar Lekoa   2002

US Ambassador: Stephen J. Nolan 2008

BURKINA FASO

Official Language: French

Capital: Ouagadougou

Government: Republic

Independence: France 1960

Head of State: Pres. Blaise Campaore 1987

Ambassador to USA: Paramangu Ernest Yonli 2008

US Ambassador: Gayleatha B. Brown 2009

BURUNDI

Official Language: French, Kirundi, Swahili

Capital: Bujumbura

Government: Republic

Independence: Belgium 1962

Head of State:  Pres. Pierre Nkurunziza 2005

Ambassador to USA: Angele Niyuhire 2009

US Ambassador: Pamela Jo H. Slutz 2009

CAMEROON

Official Language: French and English

Capital: Yaoundé

Government: Republic

Independence: France & UK 1961

Head of State: Pres. Paul Biya 1982

Ambassador to USA:  Joseph Foe-Atangana 2008

US Ambassador: Janet E. Garvey 2007

CANARY ISLANDS

Official Language: Spanish

Capital: Las Palmas & Santa Cruz

Government: Parliamentary 

Independence: Spain 1993

Head of State: Pres. Paulino Rivero Baute 2007

Ambassador to USA: None

US Ambassador: None

CAPE VERDE

Official Language: Portuguese and Creole

Capital: Praia

Government: Republic

Independence: Portugal 1975

Head of State: Pres. Pedro Verona Rodriguez Pires 2001 

Ambassador to USA: Maria de Fatima Lima da Veiga 2007

US Ambassador: Marianne M. Myles 2008

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Official Language: Sango and French

Capital: Bangui

Government: Republic

Independence: France 1960

Head of State:  Pres.  Francois Bozize 2003

Ambassador to USA: Stanislas Moussa-Kembe 2009

US Ambassador: Frederick B. Cook 2007

CHAD

Official Language: French

Capital: N’Djamena

Government: Republic

Independence: France 1960

Head of State:  Pres. Idriss Deby 1990

Ambassador to USA: Mahamoud A. Bechir 2004

US Ambassador: Louis J. Nigro 2007

COMOROS 

Official Language: Comorian, Arabic and French

Capital: Moroni

Government: Republic

Independence: France 1975

Head of State: Pres. Ahmed Abdallah Sambi 2006

Ambassador to USA: Mohamed Toihiri   2007

US Ambassador: R. Niels Marquardt   2007 (3)

CONGO   (Democratic Republic of – formerly Zaire)

Official Language: French

Capital: Kinshasa

Government: Republic

Independence: Belgium 1960

Head of State: Pres. Joseph Kabila 2001

Ambassador to USA: Faida Mitifu 2000

US Ambassador: William J. Garvelink 2007

CONGO (Republic of the Congo) 

Official Language: French

Capital: Brazzaville

Government: Republic

Independence: France 1960

Head of State: Pres. Denis Sasson Nguesso 1997

Ambassador to USA: Serge Moubouli   2001

US Ambassador:  Alan W. Eastham 2008

COTE D’IVORE

Official Language: French

Capital: Abidjan

Government: Republic

Independence: France 1960

Head of State: Pres. Laurent Gbagbo   2000

Ambassador to USA: Charles Koffi 2007

US Ambassador:  Wanda l. Nesbitt 2007

DJIBOUTI

Official Language: Arabic and French

Capital: Djibouti

Government: Republic

Independence: France 1992

Head of State: Pres. Ismail Omar Guelleh 1999

Ambassador to USA: Roble Olhaye 1988   (Dean of the Diplomatic Corps in DC)
US Ambassador: James C. Swan 2008

EGYPT

Official Language: Arabic

Capital: Cairo

Government: Republic

Independence: UK 1922

Head of State: Pres. Hosni Mubarak 1981

Ambassador to USA: Sameh Shoukru 2008

US Ambassador:  Margaret Scobey 2008

EQUITORIAL GUINEA

Official Language: Spanish

Capital: Malabo

Government: Republic

Independence: Spain 1968

Head of State: Col. Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo 1982

Ambassador to USA: Purificacion A. Ondo 2005

US Ambassador:  Donald C. Johnson 2006

ERITREA

Official Language:  Arabic

Capital: Asmara

Government: Republic 

Independence: 1941 Italy, Ethiopia 1993 

Head of State: Pres Isasias Afwerki 1993

Ambassador to USA: Ghirmai Ghebremariam 2006

US Ambassador:  Ronald K. McMullen 2007

ETHIOPIA

Official Language: Amharic

Capital: Addis Ababa

Government: Federal Republic

Independence: 1137 Admin UK 1944

Head of State: Girma Woldegiorgis 2001

Ambassador to USA: Dr. Samuel Assefa  Lemma  2006

US Ambassador: Donald E. Booth 2009

GABON

Official Language: French

Capital: Libreville

Government: Republic

Independence: France 1960

Head of State: Pres. Ali Bongo Ondimba 2009

Ambassador to USA: Carlos Boungou 2008 

US Ambassador:  Eunice S. Reddick   2007 (1)

GAMBIA

Official Language: English

Capital: Banjul

Government: Republic

Independence: UK 1965

Head of State: Pres. Capt. Yahya Jammeh

Ambassador to USA: Neneh MacDouali-Gaye 2009

US Ambassador: Barry L. Wells   2007

GHANA

Official Language: English

Capital: Accra

Government: Democracy

Independence: UK 1957

Head of State: Pres. John Atta Mills 2009

Ambassador to USA: Dr Kwame Bawuah-Edusei   2008

US Ambassador: Donald Teitelbaum

GUINEA

Official Language: French

Capital: Conakry

Government: Republic

Independence: France 1958

Head of State:  Pres. Moussa Dadio Camara 2009

Ambassador to USA:  Mory Karemoko Kaba 2007

US Ambassador: Patricia N. Moller 2009

GUINEA-BISSAU

Official Language: Portuguese

Capital: Bissau

Government: Republic

Independence: Portugal 1974

Head of State:  Pres. Malam Bacai Sanha 2009

Ambassador to USA:  Alfredo Lopes Cabral to UN 2009

US Ambassador: Marcia S. Bernicat   2008 (2)

KENYA

Official Language: Kiswahili and English

Capital: Nairobi

Government: Republic

Independence: UK 1963

Head of State: Pres. Mwai Kibaki 2002

Ambassador to USA:  Peter Ogego  2006

US Ambassador:  Michael E. Ranneberger 2006   (5)

LESOTHO

Official Language: Sesotho and English

Capital: Maseru

Government: Parliamentary System and Constitutional Monarchy

Independence: UK 1966

Head of State: King Letsie III 1987

       Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili   2007 

Ambassador to USA:  David Mohlomi Rantekoa 2008

US Ambassador: Robert B. Nolen   2007

LIBERIA

Official Language: English

Capital: Monrovia

Government: Republic

Independence: United States   American Colonization Society (ACS) 1847

Head of State: Pres. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 2006

Ambassador to USA: M. Nathaniel Barnes 2008 

US Ambassador: Linda Thomas Greenfield 2008

LIBYA

Official Language: Arabic

Capital: Tripoli

Government: Military Dictatorship

Independence: Italy 1951

Head of State: Col Muammar Al-Quaddafi 1969

Ambassador to USA: Ali Suleiman Aujali 2009

US Ambassador: Gene A. Cretz    2008

MADAGASCAR

Official Language: Madagasy and French

Capital: Antananarivo

Government: Caretaker Government 

Independence: France 1960

Head of State: Pres. Andry Rajoelina 2009

Ambassador to USA: Jocelyn Radifera 2007

US Ambassador: R. Niels Marquerdt 2007 (3)

MALAWI

Official Language:  Chichewa and English

Capital: Lilongwe

Government:  Democracy

Independence: UK 1964

Head of State:  Pres. Bingu Wa Mutharika 2004

Ambassador to USA: Hawa Olga Ndilowe 2006

US Ambassador: Peter W. Bodde 2008

MALI

Official Language: French

Capital: Bamako

Government: Republic

Independence: France 1960

Head of State: Pres. Amadou Toumani Toure 2002

Ambassador to USA: Mr Mohamed Ouzouna Maiga, Charge d’Affaires a.i. 2009

US Ambassador: Gillian A. Milovanarie 2008

MAURITANIA 

Official Language:  Arabic and French

Capital: Nouakchot

Government: Military rule based on Islam 

Independence: Morocco 1960

Head of State: Pres. Muhammad Ould Abdel Aziz 2009

Ambassador to USA: Ambassador deported 2009

US Ambassador: Mark Boulware 2007

MAURITIUS

Official Language: English and French

Capital:  Port Louis

Government: Republic

Independence: UK 1968

Head of State: Pres Anerood Jugnauth 2003

Ambassador to USA:  Kailash Ruhee 2007 

US Ambassador:  Virginia M. Blaser, Charge d’Affaires a.i.  (4)

MOROCCO

Official Language:  Arabic

Capital: Rabat

Government: Constitutional monarchy

Independence: France 1956

Head of State:  King Mohammed VI   1999

Ambassador to USA: Aziz Mekouar 2002

US Ambassador: Samuel L. Kaplan   2009

MOZAMBIQUE

Official Language: Portuguese

Capital: Maputo

Government: Republic

Independence: Portugal 1975

Head of State: Pres Armando Guebuza 2004

Ambassador to USA: Amelia Matos Sumbana 2009

US Ambassador:  Todd C. Chapman Charge d’Affaires 2009

NAMIBIA

Official Language: English

Capital: Windhoek

Government:  Republic

Independence: South Africa 1990

Head of State:   Pres Hifikepunye Pohamba 2005

Ambassador to USA: Patrick Nandago 2006

US Ambassador: Gail D. Mathieu 2007

NIGER

Official Language: French

Capital:  Niamey

Government: Republic

Independence: France 1960

Head of State:  Pres Tandja Mamadou

Ambassador to USA: Aminata M.D. Toure 2006

US Ambassador:  Bernadette M. Allen 2006

NIGERIA

Official Language: English

Capital: Abuja

Government: Unitary Federation
Independence:  UK 1960

Head of State:  Pres Umaru Yar’ Adue (PDP) 2007

Ambassador to USA: Minister Baba Gana Wikil Charge d’Affaires   2009

US Ambassador: Robin R. Sanders 2007

REUNION

Official Language: French

Capital: St. Denis

Government:  French territory 

Independence: None

Head of State: Pres Jacques Chirac of France 

Ambassador to USA: None 

US Ambassador:  None

RWANDA

Official Language: French and Kinyarwanda 

Capital: Kigali

Government: Republic

Independence: Belgian 1962

Head of State: Pres Paul Kagome   2000

Ambassador to USA: James Kimonyo   2007

US Ambassador: W. Stuart Symington 2005

SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE

Official Language: Portuguese

Capital: Sao Tome 

Government: Republic

Independence: Portugal 1975

Head of State:  Pres Fradique de Menezes 2003

Ambassador to USA:  Ovidio M.B. Pequeno 2007

US Ambassador:  Eunice Reddick 2007 (1)

SENEGAL

Official Language:  French

Capital: Dakar

Government: Republic

Independence: France 1960

Head of State: Abdoulaye Wade 2003

Ambassador to USA: Dr Amadou L. Ba 2002

US Ambassador: Marcia S. Bernicat 2008 (2)

SEYCHELLES

Official Language:  Creole, English and French

Capital: Victoria

Government: Republic

Independence:  UK 1976

Head of State: Pres James Michel 2004

Ambassador to USA:  Ronald J. Jumeau 2007 

US Ambassador: Virginia M. Blaser, Charge d’Affaires a.i.  (4)

SIERRA LEONE

Official Language: English 

Capital: Freetown

Government: Constitutional democracy 

Independence: Britain 1961

Head of State: Pres Ernest Koroma 2007

Ambassador to USA: Bockari K. Stevens 2008

US Ambassador: June Carter Perry   2007

SOMALIA

Official Language: Somali and Arabic

Capital: Mogadishu 

Government: Coalition 

Independence: UK and Italy 1960 

Head of State: Pres Sheikh S.S. Ahmad 2009

Ambassador to USA: No diplomatic relations since 1991

US Ambassador: None - Michael Ranneberger Virtual Presence (5)

SOUTH AFRICA 

Official Language: English, Afrikaans, Ndebele, Northern Sotho, Sesotho, SiSwati, 

                                   Tsonga, Tswana, Venda, Xhosa, and Zulu

Capital:  Cape Town (legislative); Pretoria (administrative); Bloemfontein (judicial)

Government:  Republic

Independence:  UK 1934, White rule 1994

Head of State: Pres Jacob Zuma 2009

Ambassador to USA:  Welile Nhlapo 2007

US Ambassador: Donald Gips 2009

SUDAN

Official Language: Arabic

Capital: Khartoum

Government: Islamic totalitarian single party state 

Independence: Egypt & UK 1956

Head of State: Pres Lt General Omar Hassan Ahmed al-Bashir 1993

Ambassador to USA: Left in 1986 in protest  

    Mr Akec Khoc Aciew Khoc Charge d’ 
            Affaires a.i. 2008

US Ambassador: Alberto M. Fernandez Charge d’ Affaires 2007

SWAZILAND

Official Language: English and SiSwati

Capital: Lobamba (royal & legislative) and Mbabane (administrative)

Government: Absolute Monarchy

Independence: UK 1968

Head of State: King Mswati III  1986

Ambassador to USA: Ephraim Hlophe 2005

US Ambassador: Maurice S. Parker 2007

TANZANIA

Official Language: Kiswahili and English

Capital: Dodoma 

Government: Republic

Independence: UK 1961

Head of State: Pres Jakaya Kikwete   2005

Ambassador to USA: Ombeni Y. Sefue 2007

US Ambassador: Alfonso E. Lenhardt 2009

TOGO

Official Language:  French

Capital: Lome

Government: Republic

Independence: France 1960

Head of State: Pres Faure Gnassingbe 2005

Ambassador to USA: Kadangha Bariki 2009

US Ambassador: Patricia McMahon Hawkins 2009

TUNISIA

Official Language: Arabic

Capital: Tunis

Government: Republic

Independence: France 1957

Head of State: Pres Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali 1987

Ambassador to USA: Habib Mansour 2009

US Ambassador: Gordon Gray 2009

UGANDA 

Official Language: English and Swahili

Capital: Kampala

Government: Republic

Independence: UK 1962

Head of State: Pres Yoweri Museveni 1986

Ambassador to USA: Perezi K. Kamunanwire 2006

US Ambassador:  Jerry P. Lanier 2009

WESTERN SAHARA

Official Language:  Arabic 

Capital: None    largest city El Aaiun

Government: Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic

Independence: None 

Head of State: Pres Mohammed Abdelaziz 1976

Ambassador to USA: Is not recognized 

US Ambassador:  Is not recognized 

A territory in North Africa, bordered by Morocco to the north, Algeria to the northeast, Mauritania to the east and south, and the Atlantic Ocean to the west.
ZAMBIA (formerly Northern Rhodesia)

Official Language: English

Capital: Lusaka

Government: Republic

Independence: UK 1964

Head of State: Pres Rupiah Banda 2008

Ambassador to USA: Dr Inonge Mbikusita Lewanika 2003

US Ambassador: Donald E. Booth 2008

ZIMBABWE (formerly Southern Rhodesia)

Official Language: English

Capital: Harare

Government: Consociationalist republic 

Independence: UK 1965, from white rule 1980 

Head of State: Pres Robert Gabriel Mugabe 1987

Ambassador to USA: Machivenyika T. Mapuranga 2005

US Ambassador: Charles A. Ray 2009

(1) One Ambassador, resident in Libreville, Gabon is also accredited for Sao Tome 

Principe.

(2) One Ambassador, resident in Dakar, Senegal is also accredited for Guinea-Bissau  

(3) One Ambassador, resident in Antananarivo, Madagascar is also accredited for  Comoros.

(4) One Ambassador, resident in Port Louis, Mauritius is also accredited for Seychelles 

(5) Ambassador to Kenya has virtual    

         presence in Somalia 

The African Union (abbreviated AU in English, and UA in its other official languages) is an intergovernmental organization consisting of 52 African states. Established on July 9, 2002, the AU was formed as a successor to the Organization of African Unity (OAU). The most important decisions of the AU are made by the Assembly of the African Union, a semi-annual meeting of the heads of state and government of its member states. The AU's secretariat, the African Union Commission, is based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. During the February 2009 Union meeting headed by Libyan leader Muammar al-Gaddafi, it was resolved that the African Union Commission would become the African Union Authority.

All countries listed above are members of AU except:

Canary Islands and Reunion 

Guinea – suspended after 2008 coup d'état
 Madagascar – suspended after 2009 Malagasy political crisis
 Eritrea – withdrew after the African Union called on the United Nations Security Council to impose sanctions in response to alleged support of Somali Islamists. On December 22, 2009, the Security Council imposed sanctions.

 Morocco - left the AU's predecessor, the Organization of African Unity (OAU), in 1984, when many of the other member countries supported the Sahrawi nationalist Polisario Front's Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic Morocco's ally, Zaire, similarly opposed the OAU's admission of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic, and the Mobutu regime boycotted the organization from 1984 to 1986.

African Union Mission

Ambassador Amina Salum Ali
1919 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest
Washington, DC 20006-3442
(202) 293-8006

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

February 2010  

TBA     Regular membership meeting 

DC-Dakar regular membership meetings will be in February, April, September and November in 2010.   For location and date, call 202-635-3138. 

April 2010

TBA     Regular membership meeting 

DC-Dakar regular membership meetings will be in February, April, September and November in 2010.   For location and date, call 202-635-3138. 

May 2010

TBA     Female African Diasporas

             Ambassadors Luncheon

August 5-7, 2010 

US Africa Sister Cities Conference 

September 2010 

TBA     Regular membership meeting 

DC-Dakar regular membership meetings will be in February, April, September and November in 2010.   For location and date, call 202-635-3138. 

October 2010

TBA
Home Tour - Treasures of African /African American Art and reception. Embassy TBA.    

November 2010

TBA     Regular membership meeting 

DC-Dakar regular membership meetings will be in February, April, September and November in 2010.   For location and date, call 202-635-3138. 

~~~~~~~~~~

Mark your calendar and plan to attend!
2010 18th US Africa Sister Cities Conference, August 5-7, 2010 in Washington, DC. DC-Dakar will also celebrate its 30th Anniversary and honor former Mayor Marion Barry. 

2011 19th US Africa Sister Cities Conference, Lagos/Abuja, Nigeria

  2009-10 DC-Dakar Board of Directors

Shirley Rivens Smith, Chair

James Atwater, Vice Chair

Lanita De’Vore, Secretary
Chrissie Nash, Treasurer

Ambassador Dr. Amadou Ba

E. Jean Christian

Nana Dr. K. A. Kokroko

Cleda Macklin

Paula Patterson
                      Hon. Marion Barry  

In 1980, Washington, DC officially twinned with Dakar, Senegal.  Generally the purpose of our sister city relationship is to promote friendship and mutual understanding between the two cities and their citizens, based upon the principle of mutual respect, mutual benefit and cooperation.  Through DC-Dakar, people in the Washington Metropolitan area can participate in a variety of cultural, educational, and economic development activities that help to foster a bond with the people of Dakar.

Remember that our membership dues run concurrently with the calendar year.  If you have not paid your 2009 membership ($40.00 for individuals and $60.00 for couples,) please do so now!

Beginning January 1, 2010 your 2010 membership fee is due.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

WE NEED PERSONS TO WRITE PRESS RELEASES, ARTICLES FOR THE NEWSLETTER AND PROPOSALS FOR FUNDING.

DO NOT THROW THIS NEW-LETTER AWAY, MAKE A COPY, POST IT AND SHARE IT!

DC-Dakar is a 501-C3 organization. Make a tax-deductible contribution to help support our projects in Dakar.   

We support African relations.  If you would like to host an African visitor or delegation for a meal, a short visit or a semester, please contact us!

~~~~~~~~~~

Would you like to have a friend in an African country?  If you are between the ages of 13 and 25, become a pen pal with a friend in Senegal.
Write:  PADEC


B.P. 13046


Dakar Grand Yoff


Patte d’Oie Builders No. A78


Dakar Senegal
E-mail:  padec@hotmail.com
For other countries, name the country/city; send your name, address and age to DC-Dakar.

~~~~~ DC-DAKAR ~~~~~

DC’S FIRST AFRICAN SISTER CITY
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