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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release
February 7, 2005

Contact: Shirley Rivens Smith

Day:  202-238-4736
DC-Dakar Celebrates 25 Years of Friendship

US Africa Sister Cities Delegation to Dakar, Senegal to study Palliative Care/Hospice and other joint projects.

In 1980, Washington, DC officially twinned with Dakar, Senegal. A protocol of exchange was signed in Dakar in December 1984.  To facilitate the relationship with Dakar, a D.C.-Dakar Capital Cities Friendship Council, Inc. was established as the District’s official sister city linkage. Incorporated in 1985, the Council is a private community-based volunteer organization that fosters peace, development, and international understanding through the people-to-people contacts provided by its sister city affiliation. 

Sister Cities International is a national nonprofit volunteer membership organization of U.S. communities linked globally to promote lasting friendship through a variety of programs. Since its inception as a people-to-people project launched by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1956, the organization has assisted more than 1,100 U.S. cities.  These cities representing more than 250 million Americans linked with 1,943 foreign cities in 130 nations. One hundred -seven (107) U.S. cities have linked with 97 cities in 35 African countries. 

This delegation hopes to meet with local groups to discuss palliative care for people who have reached the terminal stage of AIDS, programs for improving the environment, and methods of assisting craft persons in planning and carrying out their business activities.  These activities and work projects are designed to enhance the joint Sister Cities program.   The primary objective of this visit is the design of a program for such individuals which can serve as a model for the rest of Western Africa.  The delegation will be in Dakar from February 20-27, 2005.  In preparation for the 2007 U. S. Africa Sister Cities Conference which will convene in South Africa, the delegation will also visit Johannesburg to hold preliminary discussions on that topic February 27-March 6, 2005 

                                                            Draft Activities in 2005

Spring  -    Environment Project in Dakar

                  14th Annual US Africa Conference, May 25-28, St. Louis, MO 

Summer - Tour of African American Homes 

Fall   -        Senegalese Fashion Show

                   DC-Dakar Week of Celebration 

Contact DC-Dakar for more information.   

 DC-Dakar - DC’s only African Sister City

