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AROUND AFRICA

TRIBES AND PEOPLE GROUPS

There are many different people, groups and tribes across the continent of Africa - with their culture varying from tribe to tribe. Here are a few: 

Afar 

The Afar people live primarily in Ethiopia and the areas of Eritrea, Djibouti, and Somalia in the Horn of Africa. 
  

Anlo-Ewe 

The Anlo-Ewe people are today in the southeastern corner of the Republic of Ghana. They settled here around 1474 after escaping from their past home of Notsie. 
  

Amhara 

The Amhara are the politically and culturally dominant ethnic group of Ethiopia. They are located primarily in the central highland plateau of Ethiopia and comprise the major population element in the provinces of Begemder and Gojjam and in parts of Shoa and Wallo.
  

Ashanti 

The Ashanti live in central Ghana in western Africa approximately 300km. away from the coast. The Ashanti are a major ethnic group of the Akans in Ghana, a fairly new nation, barely more than 50 years old. 
  

Bakongo 

The Bakongo people (aka. the Kongo) dwell along the Atlantic coast of Africa from Pointe-Noire, Congo (Brazzaville) to Luanda, Angola.
  

Bambara 

The Bambara are a large Mande racial group located mostly in the country of Mali. They are the largest and most dominant group in that country.
  

Bemba 

The Bemba are located in the northeastern part of Zambia and are the largest ethnic group in the Northern Province of Zambia.
  

Berber 

Berbers have lived in Africa since the earliest recorded time. References date back to 3000 BC. There are many scattered tribes of Berber across Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, and Egypt.
  

Bobo 

The Bobo people have lived in western Burkina Faso and Mali for centuries. They are known for their masks, which are worn with elaborate outfits for celebrations. Primarily agricultural people they also cultivate cotton, which they use to trade with others.
  

Bushmen/San 

The 'Bushmen' are the oldest inhabitants of southern Africa, where they have lived for at least 20,000 years. Their home is in the vast expanse of the Kalahari Desert.
  

Chewa 

The Chewa, also known as the Cewa or Chichewa is an African culture that has existed since the beginning of the first millennium, A.D. They are primarily located in Zambia, Zimbabwe, with the bulk of the population in Malawi.
  

Dogon 

The Dogon are a cliff-dwelling people who live in Southeastern Mali and Burkina Faso. Among the people groups in Africa they are unique in that they have kept and continued to develop their own culture even in the midst of Islamic invasions, which have conquered and adapted many of the current people groups
  

Fang 

The Fang are especially known for their guardian figures, which they attached to wooden boxes containing bones of the ancestors. The bones, by tradition, are said to contain the power of the dead person, in fact, the same amount of power that the person had while still alive.
  

Fon 

The Fon of Benin, originally called Dahomey until 1975, are from West Africa. The Fon are said to have originated in the area of Tado, a town in Tago, at approximately the same latitude as Abomey, Benin. 
  

Fulani 

The Fulani people of West Africa are the largest nomadic group in the world, primarily nomadic herders and traders. Through their nomadic lifestyle, they established numerous trade routes in West Africa.
  

Ibos 

From Nigerian the Ibos live in villages that have anywhere from a few hundred to a few thousand people comprised of numerous extended families.
  

Kikuyu (Gikuyu) 

Having migrated to their current location about four centuries ago, the Kikuyu now make up Kenya’s largest ethnic group. 
  

Maasai 

The Maasai, famous as herders and warriors, once dominated the plains of East Africa. Now however they are confined to a fraction of their former range.
  

Mandinka 

The Mandinka are an ethnic group that lives in West Africa, primarily Senegal, Gambia, and Guinea-Bissau, but some also live in Burkina Faso, Mali, and Cote d'Ivoire. 
  

Pygmies 

There are many different 'Pygmy' peoples – for example, the Bambuti, the Batwa, the Bayaka and the Bagyeli ('Ba -' means 'people') – who live scattered over a huge area in central and western Africa, in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Congo (Brazzaville), Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Rwanda, Burundi and Uganda.
  

Samburu 

The Samburu are related to the Maasai although they live just above the equator where the foothills of Mount Kenya merge into the northern desert and slightly south of Lake Turkana in the Rift Valley Province of Kenya.
  

Senufo 

The Senufo are a group of people living in northern Cote d'Ivoire and Mali. They are known as excellent farmers and are made up of a number of different groups who moved south to Mali and Cote d'Ivoire in the 15 and 16th centuries.
  

Tuareg 

The Tuareg people are predominantly nomadic people of the Sahara desert, mostly in the Northern reaches of Mali near Timbuktu and Kidal. 
  

Wolof 

The Wolof are one of the largest people groups that inhabit modern-day Senegal. They live anywhere from the desert area of the Sahara to the rain forests. Traditionally many Wolof lived in small villages governed by an extended family unit but now most Wolof move to cities where they are able to get jobs.
  

Yoruba 

The Yoruba people live in Southwest Nigeria and Benin. They have developed a variety of different artistic mask making.

  

Zulu 

The Zulu are the largest ethnic group in South Africa. They are well known for their beautiful brightly colored beads and baskets as well as other small carvings. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

The 16th Annual US Africa Sister Cities Conference was held August 7 – 15, 2007 in Cape Town and Johannesburg, South Africa.

Among the many activities and workshops held was the Cilla B Food for Life Project.  Cilla Bolton, who is a native of Port Elizabeth, SA, is spearheading the food for life project.  Four years ago she saw tins of food on sale containing maize meal and minced meat (known in SA as pap and vleis).  It was after seeing this complete meal in a can that she had a dream of using this product for humanitarian aid to the sick and poor in George, SA where she now resides.  Food for Life invites individuals to “make a difference by not opening your purse, but to open your heart, not to give of your change, but to effect change.”  The U.S. Africa Sister Cities became a sponsor and donated cans of food to shelters in and around Cape Town and Johannesburg, SA.

Conference Participants: 

: 
Arizona - 1
 Tucson - 1
 

California - 9 
Berkeley - 2
Oakland - 2
San Clemente -1
San Diego -1
San Francisco - 3 
 

District of Columbia - 22
South African Embassy - 2
 

Georgia - 2
Douglasville -1 
Lawrenceville -1
 

Maryland - 11
Bowie -1
Clinton - 2
Forestville -1
Fort Washington - 1
Lanham - 1
Silver Spring - 2 
Temple Hills - 1
Upper Marlboro - 2
 

Massachusetts - 3
Amesbury -1 
Braintree -1
Newburyport -1
 

Michigan - 3
Dimondale -1
Lansing - 2
 

New Jersey - 1 
Lawrenceville -1
 

New York - 5
Demur -1 
Jamaica -1 
Poughkeepsie - 2
Rochester -1  
 Ohio - 6
Cincinnati -4
Toledo - 2
 

Pennsylvania - 1
Harrisburg -1
 

Texas-1
Fort Worth -1
 

Virginia - 5
Portsmouth-1
Purcellville -1
Richmond -2
Virginia Beach -1
 

Washington - 2
Seattle -1 
Tacoma -1
 

African Delegates

 

Ghana - 3
Accra -1
Sekondi-Takoradi - 2
 

Nigeria - 3
Lagos - 3
 

South Africa - 30
Cape Town - 10
Eden Southern Cape -1
George - 3
Johannesburg - 6
Tshwane-Gauteng - 10
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

January 2008  

20    Regular membership meeting, Pot Luck Dinner – RSVP by 1/18.

DC-Dakar regular membership meetings will be in March, May, September and November in 2008.   For location and date call 202-635-3138. 

April 2008

TBA

Treasures of African-

African American Art Home Tour and Reception at Senegalese Embassy 

May 2008

TBA
Female African Diasporas Ambassador Luncheon

18 – 24
Africa Global Sister Cities Conference in Ghana
July 2008

16 – 19
Sister Cities International Conference, Kansas City, MO

23 – 26
17th Annual US African Sister Cities Conference, Lansing, MI

~~~~~~~~~~

MARK YOU CALENDAR

Mark your calendar and plan to attend!!
2009 Annual US Africa Sister Cities Conference in Casablanca, Morocco and Dakar, Senegal.  We will have our first Dakar—DC Jazz Festival.  Side trip to Timbuktu, Mali.

2010 Annual US Africa Sister Cities Conference, Louisville, KY

2011 Annual US Africa Sister Cities Conference, Abuja, Nigeria

2008-09 DC-Dakar Board of    Directors

Shirley Rivens Smith, Chair

James Atwater, Vice Chair

Lanita De’Vore, Secretary
Chrissie Nash, Treasurer

Ambassador Dr. Amadou Ba

E. Jean Christian

Nana Dr. K. A. Kokroko

Cleda Macklin

Paula Patterson
In 1980, Washington, DC officially twinned with Dakar, Senegal.  Generally the purpose of our siser city relationship is to promote friendship and mutual understanding between the two cities and their citizens, based upon the principle of mutul respect, mutual benefit and cooperation.  Through D.C.-Dakar, people in the Washington Metropolian area can participate in a variety of cultural, educational, and economic development activities that help to foster a bond with the people of Dakar.

~~~~~~~~~~

Remember that our membership dues run concurrently with the calendar year.  If you have not paid your 2007 membership ($40.00 for individuals and $60.00 for couples) please do so now!

Beginning January 1, 2008 your 2008 membership fee is due.

WE NEED PERSONS TO WRITE PRESS RELEASES, ARTICLES 
FOR THE NEWSLETTER AND PROPOSALS FOR FUNDING.

DON’T THROW THIS NEWSLETTER AWAY, MAKE A COPY, POST IT AND SHARE IT!!

DC-Dakar is a 501-C organization. Make a tax-deductible contribution to help support our projects in Dakar.   

We support African relations.  If you would like to host an African visitor or delegation for a meal, a short visit or a semester, please contact us!

~~~~~~~~~~

Would you like to have a friend in an African country?  If you are between the ages of 13 and 25, become a pen pal with a friend in Senegal.

Write:  PADEC


B.P. 13046


Dakar Grand Yoff


Patte d’Oie Builders No. A78


Dakar Senegal
E-mail:  padec@hotmail.com
For other countries, name the country/city; send your name, address and age to DC-Dakar.

~~~~~ D.C.-DAKAR ~~~~~

DC’S FIRST AFRICAN SISTER CITY
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